
RYE HARBOUR VILLAGE VOICE – Marcus Whitaker

Week Ending: Friday 20th December 2002 

First of all apologies for missing last weeks deadline, hopefully I will make it this week but who knows, anyway this weeks village voice is a mixture of last weeks updated and apologies to those who read it on the web site (Rye Harbour.Org).

The Village Hall Christmas tree was finally erected two Sunday’s ago,  and ‘Budgens ‘supermarket in Rye under new leadership donated boxes and wrapping paper for the younger children of the youth club to wrap up, to go around the bottom of the tree, John also donated a raffle prize for last Saturday’s Jumble Sale, which was a great gift for Christmas.

The Youth Club is continuing to do well although we are in desperate need for a couple of helpers for each session, as although we can cope, coping is not good enough for the children, we need to be able to interact with the children more, where a lot of our time at present is taken up by silly but necessary other bits, so please if you can spare us just a couple of hours a week, please call me now on 01797 227773, thank you.

In the meantime we are still interested in paid staff unqualified but who wish to qualify, as we can arrange this also at no cost to yourselves, all we would need is your commitment. If interested call Marcus on 01797 227773.

Last Wednesday saw the last Parent & Toddler session for this year with their inevitable Christmas party, lots of fun with food, Buzz the clown, balloons, yours truly stood in yet again, for the big man in a red coat, who let us down at the last moment, we also had a presentation from Gretta Willett’s Getting Crafty group, of  Story Sacks for the children, and a sad farewell to Karen from Parent & Toddler who has transformed what was an empty hall on a Wednesday morning into bedlam on a Wednesday morning, and I know, she has worked tremendously hard to put spirit into parents and children alike which has made this group the most popular parent and toddler group in the area. Needless to say, Parent & Toddler will continue in the New Year, at the same time, and although Karen will be sorely missed, will endeavour to maintain all the attributes that Karen has introduced into Parent & Toddler over the past couple of years. Well-done Karen and good luck for the future. 

Don’t forget the Children’s Christmas Party is on Sunday 22nd December at 3.00pm, ALL children from the Village are invited and it is FREE. Again if you can help here, also please ring Julie.

RYE HARBOUR ARTISTS GROUP

One of the great things about living in Rye Harbour is the amazing environment - sea and sky, river, boats, trawlers, ships and people. 

Our weather is special even - the surrounding hills may be very cloudy and obviously raining, yet it is sunny - or, if it is raining it is coming down in (horizontal) stair rods  - the wind is so strong. An exciting place not only visually.

It is this excitement that has long attracted artists, going back well over a hundred year as - Paul Nash, Edward Burra, Edward LeBas, & John Piper have all lived or worked in Rye Harbour. The whole area still has a wonderful group of contemporary artists whose work has been shown in exhibitions such as those in the Church of the Holy Spirit. 

It has thus been a natural development to form the Rye Harbour Artists Group to promote the work of leading local artists and photographers inspired by our unique environment. The range of activities of the Group will include workshops, drawing 
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studios, together with exhibitions of members' work in various media including painting, etching, printmaking, ceramics, textile design, and cyanotypes.

The Group is holding its launch Exhibition of affordable art at Harbour Point (next to William the Conqueror) every weekend until Christmas. It will be open every Saturday & Sunday from 11.00am to 4.00pm. Come along and find a unique but affordable Christmas present, cards, etc from the wide range on offer from the 16 participating artists.

At the Village Hall next week, will be:

Sunday - Children’s Christmas Party

All that’s left to say now, have an absolutely, wonderful Christmas! 

