
RYE HARBOUR VILLAGE VOICE – Marcus Whitaker

Week Ending: Friday 15th November 2002 

 First of all I need to mention about a matter I know very little about, buses, and unfortunately have not had time to speak to the gentleman concerned, before I wrote this piece. From what I’ve heard due to re-scheduling of our current busses, early morning, the old bus that used to leave the Harbour round about 8.00am has been turned into a school bus only, although I did also hear that someone had phoned and complained to the bus company in question and I’m not sure who that was, because information on buses, I’m afraid goes in one ear and out the other. However this person was apparently informed that the general public are also allowed on this bus and the driver also has been informed. Anyway getting to the point Barry Cooper from the Harbour, through East Sussex County Council, has now arranged for a further bus, supplied by J&H Coaches on a trial period starting on the 11th November to run from Rye Harbour to Rye Station, leaving Rye Harbour bus stop at 8.00am and arriving at Rye Station at 8.07am and I’m given to understand that if enough people use this service, then it can become permanent, well done Barry.

This next matter is something that cropped up in the last few days and very few people know anything about, but it was one of those situations that crop up and needs to be dealt with as soon as possible especially when there is a possibility of losing funding over it, plus the last couple of weeks in the month tend to be extremely busy. Anyway I’ll get to the point yet again, two weeks ago we cleared the land behind the Village Hall and by the way this has nothing to do with the Village Hall except they wish to use a small part of it to extend the car park at the back of the hall, which has been agreed. However the main reason for clearing this area was so that we could measure this area more accurately as Karen Whitaker was hoping to install some young children’s play equipment, in connection with her role with Parent & Toddler. Well as you may have read in last months newsletter Karen is leaving this position at Christmas and as this project has taken longer than she anticipated and with other commitments elsewhere, she wanted also to pass this on too.

Now as it happened, certain people had been recently suggesting to me that I found myself a plot of land for the Youth Club/Holiday Club, and I had, as I do, dismissed their suggestions, as, “sounds like a lot of hard work, I think I have enough to contend with”. But then it suddenly hit me, the land behind the village hall is large enough to accommodate a good sized portable building, a hard court for multi-sport activity with plenty of space left for a mixed range of children’s play equipment plus some seating areas for the older ones. So I quickly knocked up a basic sketch and Mike Stott agreed to do a scale drawing over last weekend so I had something to take to the Parish Council meeting last Monday. They were all agreed in principle, subject to planning, which I am proceeding with.

This is quite a substantial project and will require funding from several different areas, which, I have had some promises on, already, but I would appreciate and welcome any comments or constructive suggestions that you may have, the plan for the site, will be in the Village Shop as from today and if all goes well, I would put an office in the portable building for the Rye Harbour Newsletter, so that the children can start getting involved in it, as profits from the Newsletter will be the main source of income to maintain all the equipment in that area, as that is one of the reasons I started the Newsletter in the first place.

‘Utopia’ Rye Harbour’s Youth Club will finally get under way in the Village Hall, I have provisionally booked Tuesday and Friday evenings, the sessions for the 5 to 11 year olds will be between 4.00 pm and 6.00 pm and the sessions for the older children 11 upwards will be 7.00 pm to 9.00 pm. The session was due to start this week but we still have a slight staff problem, which I will do my best to resolve this week and do a leaflet drop as soon as possible.

In the meantime we are still interested in paid staff unqualified but who wish to qualify, as we can arrange this also at no cost to yourselves, all we would need is your commitment. If interested call Marcus on 01797 227773. 

Don’t forget Rye Harbour Stores has changed its opening hours due to winter, they are as follows: Monday to Friday 7.00am to 5.00pm, Saturday’s 8.00am to 4.00pm and Sunday’s 8.00am to 1.00pm.

Also this Sunday at 3.00pm, at Rye Harbour Church, is the annual Lifeboat Memorial Service for the 17 men from Rye Harbour who lost their lives, attempting to aid the crew of the Latvian steamer ‘Alice of Riga’. The sermon this year is by the Revd. Lucy Murdock, Vicar of Camber and East Guileford, herself an ex WRNS officer. The service itself will be led by the Revd. Canon Martin Sheperd, the Town Rector of the Rye Town Ministry.

At the Village Hall next week, will be:

Parent and Toddler are on Wednesday morning as usual, in the Village Hall 10.00am till 12.00pm all parents; toddlers and babies are all very welcome.
