Village Voice - Rye Harbour – Friday 25th November 2005

Jessica would like to thank everybody who supported and contributed to her Children in need fundraising night? It's on the 19th, at the William The Conqueror. 

Next month’s newsletter will hopefully be on time against all odds, however I have managed to put together a competition for Christmas, which is open to all; and along with the usual Hamper, you also have two chances to win two tickets to this years ‘Panto’ at the ‘White Rock’ ‘Aladdin’ plus you can enter on-line on www.ryeharbournewsletter.org but the closing date will be Monday 12th December at 1.00pm, so don’t hang about, if you want a chance.

The UK has a higher number of avoidable winter deaths than other similar European countries including Finland. One of the main causes is cold; damp homes and, as winter sets in, many older people are worried about heating costs.   There has been a 40% hike in energy bills since 2003.  According to the Age Concern, almost 2.4m older people live in homes that are cold enough to cause illness. Help the Aged estimate that over 1.4m households containing someone over the age of 65 are without proper heating or insulation.  This year could see even more deaths if the Met Office's dire warnings of the coldest winter for over a decade come to pass.  So what can be done to help the 10m over 65s in the UK cope?  Cold Weather Payments
If you get any pension credit, you will get an extra payment each week that the weather is very cold. This Cold Weather Payment is £8.50 a week and is made for any period of seven days when the temperature is freezing or below, or it is forecast to be that cold. This payment will be sent automatically - you do not have to claim it. Winter Fuel Payment Every household, which includes someone aged 60 or more will get a Winter Fuel Payment this winter to help with their fuel bills. It is at least £200 per household and should be paid before Christmas, directly into your bank or building society account, or by cheque sent to your home. Age-related payment
Each household with someone aged 70 or over will receive a one off £50 payment. Over 80s payment A household with someone aged 80 or over will receive a one off £100 payment alongside their Winter Fuel Payment. The National Home Heat helpline on 0800 33 66 99 (Mon - Fri - 9am to 8pm and Sat - 10am to 3pm). The Home Heat Helpline is staffed by expert advisors, including former health professionals, who are trained to give advice on how to stay warm during cold weather. They will also be trained and authorised to deal with intermediaries calling on behalf of vulnerable customers, such as friends, carers, social workers or health visitors.

This item was taken from parts of GMTV health page; however there will be more information on www.ryeharbournewsletter.org with more links to helplines.

Talking of the website you will now find all back issues now added, however volume 1, I have got to be completely rebuild the first nine issues and may take a while longer, what I really need to speed them up, is a volunteer typist, so if you know of one, or are one, you could ring me Marcus on 01424 814249. 

I have also added a basic ‘What’s On’ page which will expand quite rapidly, with booking on line for shows at local theatres and cinema and hopefully some special offers. I must also thank the continuing support of ATIC Training Ltd once again, if anyone wishes to contribute then email me on ryeharbournewsletter@tiscali.co.uk or phone on 01424 814249, I will endeavour to put items on the site whilst in construction.  

Rye Harbour Stores have pointed out to me, that I have printed the wrong opening times for Sunday’s, the correct opening time for Sunday is 8.00am to 1.00pm, I apologise if I caused any inconvenience.

Parent and Toddler Group meet every Wednesday morning at the Village Hall at 10am to 12.00 with lots of new ideas, toys and refreshments. Mums and Dads are welcome and of course all toddlers and all for just a pound.

Rye Harbour Youth Action Group, which organises the youth clubs within the village, is running low on funds and is in desperate need of donations and or somebody to 

co-ordinate a funding application. 

If anyone can help in these matters and you don’t have to be local, please contact Vanessa Jordan on 01797 229859, all help will be gratefully appreciated.

In the meantime if anything needs to be mentioned, then contact myself (Marcus), on 01424 814249 - 07890 385332 or e-mail me on ryeharbournewsletter@tiscali.co.uk with all the relevant information.

